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“Family Cottage while growing up. 

Wrote 1
st

 Novel in 1867, Never 

Published”  (Hardy) 

In 1910, Hardy was Awarded the 

“Order of Merit” (Wikipedia) 

Considered Hardy’s Masterpieces: 

“Tess of the d’Urbervilles” (1891) 

“Jude the Obscure” (1895) (Q&A) 

Published First Volume of Poetry, 

“Wessex Poems and Other Verses” (1898)  

A Collection of Poems Written Over 30 Years. 

 

Published “Poems of the Past and Present” (1901) (Wikipedia) 

Most Famous Single Volume of Poems: 

 “Satires of Circumstance” (1914) (Hard) 

“Hardy’s Masterwork: 

“The Dynasts” (1903-1908) 

Epic Play – Napoleonic Era)” (Q&A) 

Literary Movement:  Naturalism 

“Used Victorian Diction – caused 

him to be called a Victorian Poet” 

(Q&A) 

Works   

 

Prose 

Divided Novels & Short Stories into 3 

Classes: 

 Novels of Character and Environment 

 Romances and Fantasies 

 Novels of Ingenuity 

 

His Works Collected as the 24-Volume 

Wessex Edition (1912-1913) and 

The 37-Volume Mellstock Edition (1919-

1920) (Wikipedia) 

  

  

  

 

 

 

“Thomas Read Charles Darwin. He 

lost his faith under the influence of Darwin and 

Huxley and gave up Christianity. 

Accepted Evolution” (Wikipedia) 

 

  

 

“Thomas Hardy's birthplace at 

Higher Bockhampton, where 

Under the Greenwood Tree and  

Far from the Madding Crowd was 

written” (Wikipedia) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

“Thomas’s Father was a 

stonemason and a violinist” 

(Hardy) 

“Thomas acquired a devotion to 

literature from his mother” (Hardy) 

“Acquired a love of music from his father.  

Father taught him to play the violin” 

(Hardy) 

“Was in the church choir” 

(Hardy) 

“Traveled the countryside playing the 

violin at folklore dances and shows 

along the way” (Hardy) 

“Born June 2, 1840 

Stinsford, Dorchester 

Dorset, England” 

(Hardy) 

Family  

 

Childhood  

 

 

 

Thomas Hardy 

Novelist, Poet, and 

Short Story Writer 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Apprenticed in 1856 (Age 16) to 

John Hicks, an Architect in 

Dorchester (Hardy) 

Thomas continued to study the Greek 

and Latin classics throughout his school 

years.  He referred to himself as a 

“Born bookworm” (Hardy) 

Education 

March 7, 1870, met “Emma 

Lavinia Gifford, fell in love. 

Hardy married Gifford in 

September 1874” (Wikipedia) 

 

“Resting place of 

Thomas Hardy's heart 

at Stinsford parish 

church” (Wikipedia) 

 

 

 

“Died January 11, 1928 (age 87) 

Dorchester, Dorset, England” 

(Wikipedia) 

“His ashes were buried in Poets’ 

Corner at the Westminster 

Abbey” (Wikipedia) 

Death  

 

“Their courtship is recorded in A Pair of Blue Eyes 

and in some of Hardy's most beautiful poems” (Q&A). 

 

“With his wife he traveled in Germany, 

France, and Italy” (Q&A). 

 

“After Hardy’s first wife died in 1912 he 

remarried in 1914 to his secretary, Florence 

Emily Dugdale” (Q&A) 
 

 

“Hardy designed Max Gate & Brother Built - lived here from 1885 

until his death in 1928. This is where he wrote Tess of the d'Urbervilles, 

Jude the Obscure and The Mayor of Casterbridge, as well as much 

of his poetry” (Trust). 

 “Hardy attended a private school in Dorchester, 

England, where he learned Latin, French, and 

German” (Hardy). 

(Trust) 

Married Life  

(Wikipedia) 

The Life and Work of 

Thomas Hardy 

http://www.answers.com/topic/under-the-greenwood-tree
http://www.answers.com/topic/far-from-the-madding-crowd
http://www.answers.com/topic/stinsford
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